Sandra Kay Gurley
November 19, 1941 - November 18, 2021

Sandra passed away unexpectedly of natural causes on November 18, 2021, one day
before her 80th birthday. She was born Sandra Kay Halberg in Grantsburg, Wisconsin, to
parents Opal and Lorain. Her brother, Richard, was three years younger. He had Muscular
Dystrophy and was confined to a wheel chair for several years before passing away at
age 23. During her early years, her family moved from town to town across the western
United States, particularly Idaho and Wyoming as her father worked on new road
construction. This upbringing seemed to instill a wanderlust that was never quite satisfied.
Her family later settled in Kevil, Kentucky and she attended Ballard Memorial H.S. in
neighboring Paducah. After graduating from Draughon’s Business College, she moved to
Memphis, TN where she enjoyed a long career as an accountant, including 47 years with
Avionics Specialists Incorporated. Sandra was reluctant to retire and was still employed
with ASI at the time of her passing. She was an active member of Oakhaven United
Methodist and Emmanuel United Methodist churches.
Sandra loved traveling to new places and experiencing new things throughout her life –
completing her last trip to Chincoteague, Virginia in September of this year. She counted
Italy, Alaska and Maine among her favorite destinations. Sandra had visited 49 states,
leaving only Hawaii off her list.
Sandra is survived by two very grateful sons and two adoring daughters-in-law – Scott
Gurley with wife, Meghan and Kris Gurley with wife, Trisha. In addition, she is mourned by
her large “church family” and “work family” to whom she meant so much over the years.
A memorial Service is to be held at Emmanuel United Methodist Church on Saturday,
December 4th with visitation at 10 AM and service at 11 AM.
In lieu of flowers, her family requests memorial donations be made to Emmanuel United
Methodist Church or the Muscular Dystrophy Association.
To view the tribute slideshow, please click the link below:

Events
DEC
4

Visitation

10:00AM - 11:00AM

Emmanuel United Methodist Church
2404 Kirby Road, Memphis, Tn, US, 38119

DEC
4

Memorial Service

11:00AM

Emmanuel United Methodist Church
2404 Kirby Road, Memphis, Tn, US, 38119

Comments

“

An external video has been added.

Memorial Park Funeral Home and Cemetery - November 29, 2021 at 11:01 AM

“

Always smiling, laughing with a twinkle in her eye is how I see Sandra. Smart, ready
to serve, interested in you and eager to hear what’s been happening in your life: a
people person for sure!
Sandra will be missed by everyone who knew her! My deepest condolences to her
family.

Margie Collins - November 30, 2021 at 09:04 PM

“

I have many happy memories of Sandra, mostly involving bridge and food. I met her
when several of us decided to learn the new way to play. bridge. Lots of already
knew how to play but I don't think Sandra did. She caught on fast. We enjoyed
playing, first at night and then we when got older we played on Saturdays so as not
to interfere with Sandra's working. Our little group will never be the same. Sandra
was always up for a good time and I have several wonderful recipes she passed on
to me. Love and comfort to her family.

Sally Reynolds - November 30, 2021 at 02:29 PM

“

A tribute video has been added.

Memorial Park Funeral Home and Cemetery - November 29, 2021 at 11:12 AM

