Marilyn Garey
September 24, 1931 - November 25, 2019

Marilyn Irene Sanford Garey passed from this life and into the presence of her Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ on Monday evening November 25th, 2019.Marilyn was born Sept. 24,
1931, in Memphis, TN as the eldest daughter of Roy and Irene Sanford. She met her
beloved husband Berl B. Garey at Springdale Methodist Church in the mid 1940s. Marilyn
and Berl was faithfully married for 65 years and were blessed with four children. She was
“Grandy” to ten grandchildren, and ten great grandchildren – with two more greats on the
way.Marilyn was a talented musician, actively involved in musical events throughout her
life as both a vocalist and a pianist. She enjoyed participating in her church and sang in
the choir for over 50 years. She was a graduate of the Memphis State University, where
she was the president of the Alpha Gama Delta sorority, and earned the honors of Epsilon
Pi and the Kappa Alpha Rose. Before starting her family she spent time working as a
school teacher. Marilyn was an officer and the First Lady of Hollywood Furniture and
Hardware, Co. that her parents founded in 1924. Marilyn spent nearly her entire life
working alongside her parents and her husband.Marilyn was a very talented gardener,
loved making floral arrangements, and was a member and officer in Lakewood Garden
Club for over 50 years. She loved her bridge club and delighted in entertaining dear
friends. She faithfully attended Bible study each week. Marilyn very much enjoyed
traveling with Berl. When their children were young they traveled and camped all over the
United States. Later in life Marilyn and Berl enjoyed cruises, international travel, and their
annual winter trip to Florida.Marilyn is survived by her husband Berl Garey, Jr., her sister
Carolyn Sanford Ford (Knoxville), and her four children: Vicki Garey (Chuck) Halford, Bart
(Melia) Garey, Leslie Garey, and Mike Garey. She is also survived by ten grandchildren:
Spence (Lindy) Halford, Leah Garey (Tom) Walthausen, Holley Halford (Luke) Peters, Will
Garey, Natalie Garey (Joel) Lawrence, Marylynne Garey (Dustin) Jones, Rob (Nicki)
Halford, Hannah Garey, Kristina Garey (Matt) Graham, and Elizabeth Garey (John)
Birdsong. She passed peacefully while surrounded by her husband and children singing
hymns.In lieu of flowers, donations may be sent to the Westminster Academy Library
(2520 Ridgeway Rd., 38119) or Independent Presbyterian Church (4738 Walnut Grove
Rd., 38117).A celebration of Marilyn’s life will be held at 2:30pm on Saturday, November
30th, at Independent Presbyterian Church in Memphis, TN.Funeral arrangements have

been entrusted to Memorial Park Funeral Home and Cemetery.

Comments

“

Mr. Garey, Bart, Leslie and all of the family. What a privilege to know such a fine
example of being a Christian Lady as yours was. There's no doubt that you all
enjoyed her presence in your lives and will remember all of the wonderful memories
you have of her at this time of the year. Our Lord came to be with us and now She
has gone to be with Him. Soon and very soon you will all be together! Thank God in
Heaven! Ronnie Cook

Ronnie Cook - December 21, 2019 at 05:04 PM

“

Ronnie Cook lit a candle in memory of Marilyn Garey

Ronnie Cook - December 21, 2019 at 04:54 PM

“

Your momma was the classic Southern gal: beautiful inside and out, gentle and kind
spirit, big hearted, quick witted and funny!! She always welcomed me with a big smile
and a big hug. What a blessing for you all to have had her every day that you did!!
What a legacy she & Mr. Gary have created. The Lord bless you & keep you. The
Lord make His grace to shine upon you & give you peace.
Love, Heidi Watkins Damron

Heidi Watkins Damron - November 30, 2019 at 05:56 PM

